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What We’ll Cover

THEORIES
Structural Functionalism Theory

Symbolic Interaction Theory

Social Exchange Theory

Life Course Theory

Systems/Ecological Theory

Conflict Theory

TOPICAL AREAS
Dating and Courtship

Cohabitation

Infidelity

Lens Language License

Encounter Material: Attendance (8%)

Explain Material: 20 Article Memos (17%)
Paragraph Summary
Two Words Defined
Primary Findings
Summary Quote

Discussion Question

Engage Material: 10 Journal Entries (25%)

Exhibit Erudition I: 4 Quizzes (17%)
Exhibit Erudition II: Final Exam (33%)



Reading Articles
Introduction and Background
Establishes Landscape: Describes The Social Problem We’re Concerned About
Establishes Territory: How Other Scientists Have Responded To The Problem
Establishes Niche: The Gap In The Response This Research Fills
Occupies Niche: Explains How This Research Will Fill This Gap

This is the main place to 
find the “primary argument” 
and “important defined 
concepts”



Reading Articles
Data and Methods
Describes The Collection Of Data And Methods Of Creating “Variables”
Quant Papers: Process starts with categorized observations that are organized so a 
computer can analyze relationships between them
Qual Papers: Process ends up with categorized observations divined by researcher



Reading Articles
Results
Presents The Outcome Of Either The Statistical Or Iterative Coding Analyses
Quant Papers: Provides statistical analyses of the relationship between variables. 
Qual Papers: Describes frames and themes (“things in common”) found upon careful 
review of the observations, interview data, or written text.

This is the first place to look 
for the “primary findings”



Reading Articles
Conclusion and Discussion
Reviews Research Claims & Findings: We Claimed This and We Showed This
Reviews Research Surprises: Explanations For Contrary Findings & Paradoxes
Describes Theoretical, Empirical, Methodological, and Practical Contributions
Offers Limitations and Future Directions Of The Research

This is another place to find 
the “primary findings” and 
inform your “question”



Quizzes and Exams

REMEMBER
(RECALL FACTS AND BASIC CONCEPTS)

UNDERSTAND
(EXPLAIN OR CLASSIFY IDEAS OR CONCEPTS)

APPLY
(USE INFORMATION TO UNDERSTAND NEW SITUATIONS)

DUE ON WEDNESDAYS



Family Methods & Theory

Family Research Family Theories

Experiments
Lab experiments
Field experiments

Surveys
Standardized surveys
Open-ended surveys
Time-use diaries

Field Research
Complete observation
Participant observation
Unstructured interviews
Focus group interviews

Content Analysis

10

Reliability
Research should 
produce similar 

results under 
similar conditions

Validity
Questions should 
measure what we 

are hoping to 
measure

Theory Defined
A general way of thinking that 
has been shared in common
by a community of scholars.

General Considerations
• Falsifiability
• Knowledge Production

Normative: Subjective, Value-Based
Positivistic: Objective, Value-Free

• Scientific Reasoning
Deductive: From Theory To Facts
Inductive: From Facts To Theory



Family Methods & Theory

Family Research Family Theories

Experiments
Lab experiments
Field experiments

Surveys
Standardized surveys
Open-ended surveys
Time-use diaries

Field Research
Complete observation
Participant observation
Unstructured interviews
Focus group interviews

Content Analysis
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Reliability
Research should 
produce similar 

results under 
similar conditions

Validity
Questions should 
measure what we 

are hoping to 
measure

The Gap Between 
Ideals and Reality

Familiarity and Mystification
Frontstage and Backstage

Talk and Action

Families As Social 
Constructions

Defining Families



How Do We Define Family?
• Blood (Consanguineal) or Legal Relationships

• Marriage (Conjugal/Affinal) Relationships

• Common Nomenclature

• Commitment/Reciprocity

• (Clear) Gender Roles

• Division of Labor

• Shared Living Space

• Shared Property

• Shared Values 

• Organizational Unit

• Intimacy (love/care)

• Stratified (by age, gender)

• Self-Identifies As Family

• Society Identifies It As Family

• High Degree of Integration



JOURNAL QUESTION
Basically, we’d like you to 

introduce yourself.  Tell us 
about yourself, your family, and 
your family values. Use some of 

the questions from the 
welcome questionnaire (link 
on the Canvas syllabus page) 
to do so, but go further than it 
does by telling us about your 

extended family, plans you 
have for your future family, etc.


