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What Are Minorities?

Minority is not a description of 
a group’s numerical 

representation.  It is really a 
description of relative power 

and status in a society.

5%	Whites	(1960)
South Africa

58%	Whites	(1960)
Southern US (Mississippi)

Data from US /World 
Censuses



What Are Minorities?

Minority is not a description of 
a group’s numerical 

representation.  It is really a 
description of relative power 

and status in a society.

Hawaii (22% White)
New	Mexico	(37% White)
California (37% White)
Texas (41% White)

New	York	(32% white)
Washington,	DC	(38% white)

San	Diego	(43% white)
Las	Vegas	(44% white)

Albuquerque (39% white)
Houston (24% white)
Miami (11% white)

Los	Angeles	(29% white)
Honolulu (18% white)
El	Paso	(13% white)

Data from US Census

New	York	
(43% white*)

San	Diego	
(65% white*)

Las	Vegas	
(62% white*)

Houston
(57% white*)

Miami
(76% white*)

Los	Angeles	
(52% white*)

El	Paso	
(80% white*)

How might it matter 
if most of the 

“White” population 
in these cities is 

ethnically Hispanic?



JOURNAL PROMPT

What are you?  

If you were to pick a race category, 
what is it and what informs your 
belief that that’s what you are?  

Likewise, if you were to pick an 
ethnicity, what would that be and 

what informs your belief that that’s 
what you are?

For both answers, use               
(and underline) the characteristics 

we discussed.
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